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BLENDED FAMILIES

Judith Black and Deanna Dikeman respond to each other’s rich archives
of intimate family photography resulting in a photographic conversation
in 120 images about their respective experiences of motherhood, family,
love and loss.

In a first for documentary photography two celebrated US photographers
have opened their archives of intimate family photographs to each other to
create an entirely new body of work.

For their new project, Blended Families, celebrated US photographers
Deanna Dikeman (Leaving and Waving, 2021; Relative Moments, 2024) and
Judith Black (Pleasant Street, 2020; Vacation, 2021; Where the Light Came In,
2025) revisited the source photography from their influential books.

Over nine months, the two artists engaged in an original photographic ‘call
and response, sequentially selecting images from their extensive family
archives to create a ‘chain’ that formed a sequence of subtle visual echoes.

The result is a fascinating linear narrative that connects and blends their
families, establishing a conversation between the two photographers about
their respective experiences of motherhood, family, love, and loss.

The exhibition explores how photographic images arranged in this way can
transcend our usual reliance on words, creating a new
psycho-photographic language to present the lives of two families who,
despite never meeting, are connected by a shared form of visual
expression. This common language enables Dikeman and Black to
communicate their personal experiences, first with each other, and then
with the audience.
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A specially designed catalogue contains all 120 photographs as well as a
‘conversation text’ between Dikeman and Black and a text by FPG’s curator,
Alex Schneideman. The catalogue also contains family trees that reveal the
links that connect the family members and friends - many who will be
recognisable to those who has been following the work of these two
important photographers.

For more information please contact Alex Schneideman

alex@flowphotographic.com
07909 964534

PRESS IMAGES ATTACHED IN FOLDER.
LINKS

Gallery
www.flowphotographic.gallery

Exhibition site
https://flowphotographic.gallery/blended-families/

Catalogue
https://flowphotographic.gallery/print-sales/dikeman-black-blended-famili
es/
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BIOS

Judith Black

Known for her large format photographs documenting the domestic interior and exterior, Judith
Black has been a practicing photographer since 1979, when she entered the Creative
Photography Lab photography program at MIT leading to a Master of Science in Visual Studies
in 1981. Black is Professor Emerita of Photography at Wellesley College where she was head of
the photography program for 25 years.

A recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1986, Black’s work has been shown at museums
internationally and is included in permanent collections such as the Museum of Modern Art, the
Houston Museum of Modern Art, the Harvard University Art Museums, the Polaroid
International Collection, The Rose Art Museum at Brandeis University and the Davis Museum at
Wellesley College.

Pleasant Street, a book of her work from 1979 to 1994, was published in 2020 by Stanley
Barker. A second book, Vacation, was released in June 2021. Pleasant Street”was short-listed for
the Aperture/ParisPhoto PhotoBook Award for First Photo Book. Black is presently working on a
third book with Stanley Barker titled Where The Light Came In highlighting images taken
during her years in graduate school, 1980 to 1982.

Deanna Dikeman

Deanna Dikeman was born in 1954 in Sioux City, lowa, USA. She has photographed her
midwestern family and surroundings since 1985, when she left a corporate job to try a
photography class. She graduated from Purdue University with a B.S. in Biology and an M.S. in
Management. She received an Aaron Siskind Foundation Fellowship in 1996, the United States
Artists Booth Fellowship in 2008, and the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation
Fellowship in Photography in 2023.

Deanna’s largest and longest photography project documented her parents and other family in
her home town. That work included 27 years of photographs of her parents waving goodbye to
her as she left from visiting them. She has two books published by Chose Commune: Leaving
and Waving in 2021 and Relative Moments in 2024. Leaving and Waving was a finalist for the
2021 Paris Photo/Aperture Foundation First PhotoBook Award and won the 2021 Prix Nadar
awarded by the Association Gens d’Images in France. Photographs from Leaving and Waving
have been exhibited at festivals, museums, and galleries in 14 countries: Belgium, Bosnia and
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Herzegovina, Canada, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Saudi Arabia,
Spain, Switzerland, the UK, and the USA.
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FPG was started in 2019 by Master-printer and photographer ALex Schneideman to provide a
space in central London for documentary photography. The gallery operations on a non-profit
basis and relies on sales of catalogues to fund projects.

In the galleries relatively short life it has hosted a series of exhibitions by some of the leading
documentary photographers including; Jem Southam, Barbara Bosworth, lan Macdonald,
Matthew Finn, Izabella Jedrzejczyk, Paddy Summerfield and Deanna Dikeman.

The gallery operates out of the Flow Photographic Studio where Alex Schneideman continues
to make prints and provide imaging services to galleries, museums and institutions around the
world.
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